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Mournful Lady's Garland. 
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+ Behold the lines that I have penn'd, 
have you take a ſpecial care 
To ſwear no more than you intend. 
Be rul'd by thern that wiſh you well, 
Honour your parents both day and night, 
And pray often when ye have time, 
And place this pattern in your fight. 
A noble knight near I. ondon liv'd, 
Who had a daughter very fair, 
A rich young ſquire courted her, 
She loved him exceeding dear. 
By his falſe deluding tongue 
He Role her yielding heart away. 
Let every youth that hears this 
Obſerve theſe words that | hall ſay. 
But ſixteen years of age was ſhe, 
Poor foul! when ſhe began to love. 
Let every one her woes condole, 
For it did ſoon her ruin prove. 
He did fo far her favour win, 
That the did yield with him to lie. 
But now, good people, pray do mind, 
You ſhall hear her deſtiny. 


IL. lovers all, both far and near, 
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At laſt, poor heart ! ſhe prov'd with child, 

But when, alas! ſhe found it fo, 

He came to her upon a night, 

Saying. I muſt to London go. 

Next morning he his journey took, 

With proteſtations o'er and Oer; 

That in a week he would return, 

Bur oh! he n&er came near her more, 
No letters ſhe from him receiv'd, 

Which made her oft in tears complain, 

And oft times to herſelf would cry, 

Where ſhall I go to hide my ſhame. 

At laſt, poor ful! her time grew nigh, 

Therefore upon a certain night, 

Her cloaths and linen ſhe took up, 

And from her father took her flight; 
Long time ſhe wander'd up-and-down, 

And could not find a reſting-place. 

From country to city, and rown to town, 

Until her money it grew ſcarce, 

At laſt upon a loneſome heath, 

She being by herſelf alone, 

Was there deliv'd of a fon, 

Two miles from either houſe or home. 


Being ſo weakened with pains; | 
Poor Oul! ſhe could not ſtand upright, 
But with her infant in her arms, 
Upon the ground ſhe lay all the night. 
A ſhepherd having loſt a lamb, 

That from him by chance did ftray, 
Seeking abont to find it out, 

By providence did come that way. 
Finding the lady on the ground, 
He came to her without delay, 
Poor ſoul ! ſhe fell into a ſwoon, 

As ſoon as ſhe the ſhepherd faw. 

But coming to herſelf again, 

To him ſhe made her ſorrow known: 
He being of a tender heart, 


Did then conduct her to his home. 
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Here she much kindneſs did receive, 
And a month did there remain, 

Then with her child ty'd on her back, 
Poor foul ! she wander'd forth again. 
Two years she wander'd up-and-down, 
At laſt by chance, as you shall hear, 
She came to famous Dartmouth-town, 
Where the ſquire liv'd, we hear. 

And wandering the ſtreets all o'er, 
Ar laſt, poor ſoul ! she did eſpy, 
The *(quire ſtanding at the door, 
And by his fide his lady gay. 
Wiping the tears from her eyes, 
Up to the door she ſtrait did hie, 
And on her bended trembling knees, 
She begg'd of him his charity. 
Said he, There's ſuch a dirty crew, 
That's dail begging in the ſtreet, 
To ſuch-like luſty {luts as you, 
I will give neither bread nor meat. 
For that's ſome baſtard on your back. 
And you I warrant ſome common whore, 
Wich chat he call'd the coachman ſtrait. 
To whip this creature fram the door. 

With hungry ſoul and feeble limb, 
In the ſtreet ſhe wandered up-and-down, 
At laſt kind fortune did ſo hit, 
She got a lodging in the town. 
A letter ſhe preſently writ, 
And (eal'd it with her own hand, 
Thele were the words enclos'd in it, 
Which to the *(quire ſhe did ſend. | 

O cuſed wretch | thy wicked tongue, 
That wat the ruin firſt of me, 
You was he firſt that betray'd me, 
When I ws in my innocency. 
I lighted al.my friends for thee, 
Curtt be the hour I aw thy face. 
Ir was you, md only you. 
That brought ny bocy to diſgrace: 


When he had read the letter thro 
And ponder'd well within his mind, 
He ftraitway made no more ado, 
But to the lady came, we find. 
Pretending for to pity her, 
Forcing a ſmile to hide a frown, 
Ha faid, I'll meet you to-morrow-night, 


In ſuch a grove bard by the town. 


Next morning to the grove ſhe by'd, 
With her ſweet little infant dear, 
There all the day it ſeems ſhe ſtay'd 
But yet no ſquire did appear, 
All night upon the bare cold ground, 
This creature and the infant lay, 
But no comfort could be found, 
So in the morn before *rwas day. 
She having never a farthing left, 
To buy her hungry baby food, 
She could no longer then make ſhift, 
She ſmote her breaſt, and thus ſhe ſaid, 
My tender babe, alas ! faid ſhe, 
I nothing have to ſuccour thee, 
Kiſſing the child, My dear, the ſaid, 
For want of bread [we fſtarv'd ſhall be. 
Five days within that loneſome wood, 
She and her baby there did lie, 
Expecting from his dad ſore food, 


To help them in extremity. 


Art laft pale death a . h, 
As at her breaſt the poor child lay, 
Her life being ſpent juſt to a hair, 
She to her pretty infant thus did ſay. 
My pretty prattling ſoul, 
I cannot bear to hear thee cry, 
Let tender folks my woes candole, 
See, ſee, thy mother's det is nigh. 
Stroaking the infant o'er the face, 
Which was beſmear'd vith briny tears, 
She faid, O Lord! what would I give 
That thy cruel father was but here. 

The pretty pratring innocent, 
Hearing his mother for to cry, 8 
With his little hand did ſtroack her face, 
Crying, Mamma, mamma, do not cry, 


Wich his «tle hand about her neck, 


It raiſed vp, and kiſs d her lips, 
That very moment her heart did break, 


She turn'd, and to her baby ſpake. 


Lord! if it be thy bleſſed will, 
That my pany ſhould alive remain, 
Send it ſome help when I am gone, 


To eaſe his hungry piercing pain. 


But if it be thy bleſſed will; ſaid ſhe, 
That we ſhould die for want of bread. 
Then welcome death, wplied ſhe, 
An! ftrait ſhe dy'd immediately. 


Printad and Sold in Br-Ghurch-Yard, 


The child being claſped in her artas, 
By no means trom her could get tree, 
Two nights and 2p pining lay, 

And ended then its miſerv. 
Two months within this lonelome wood, 


_ Unbury'd theſe two bodies lay, 


But now, good le, pray do mind 
A word A two N 8 ay. f 
„rA 
HE ſquire on a certain day, 
With men and dogs a-hunting went, 
And having been long time at play, 
The dogs by fortune loſt their ſcent. 
Then runing thro? this loneſome wood, 
Thele howling hungry dogs of prey, 
Came to the place, and there they itood, 


Juſt where the breathleſs bodies lay. 


Being mounted on a ſtately ſteed, 
As thro' the wood they galloped 
The horſe the bodies firſt eſpy'd, 
And very much was frightened. 


At which he gave a ſudden ſtride, 


And threw the ſquire on the ground. 
A ſtump of buſh tuck in his fide, 
Whereby he got a fatal wound: 
His man he ftrove to help him up, 
Bur curniug to him, he reply'd, 
Lend me you hand, I cannot ſtand, 
Then lay me by that woman's fide. 
She was my wife before the Lord, 
And that's my baby that lies dead, 
God's v e now hath follow'd me, 


And now hath fallen on my head. 


He kiſg'd her lips as cold as clay, 
Likewiſe to the child he as many gave, 
And to his man he thus did fay, | 
Lut us be buried in one grave: 

For here I cannot long remain, 
My cruel heart is ſpilt in twain, 
Dear Chriſt, forgive my ſoul, he ſaid, 
So with a 1 or we he dy d. 
Lord! this news was brought to town. 
Of this unhappy accident, 
His lady ſhe diſtracted run, 
But firſt, poor ſoul ! ſhe gave conſent. 
A coffin was made large and wide, 
One grave was dug to hold all three, 
The lady ſhe lies by his fide, 
And thus I end my tragedy. 

You tender ſouls of Chriftian hearts, 


| Who hear theſe verſes which I Ging, 


Remember that which I impart, 

To lovein vain is a cruel thing. 
Oh! be dutiful unto your friends. 
And never do as I have done ; 

Let them that read the ſame, 

Think on us that are dead and gone. 
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